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I saw the George Washington Bridge grow 

from one level to two between my visits to 
New York. Many times i stood watching the 
across- the- Hudson traffic. I played a game, 
trying to guess the motorists 1 jobs and ages, 
their tastes and character, by the kinds of cars 
they owned and how they drove. 


In l^exington* Massachusetts* I sat on a 
horse, closed tnv eyes, and imagined Paul 
Revered feelings the night of his iamous 
ride. I hope* my readers do not think I am 
trying to make a joke, hut I truly believe 
you can read deep in a man's heart only if 
you do as he did and see as he saw. 


customers. What they said and how they acted 
made me curious to visit their young but pow- 
erfully influential country. I also wanted to 
see where the inspiring Abraham Lincoln had 
lived. As a boy, I had started my coin collec- 
tion with a Lincoln-head pennv bearing the 
words, “In God We Trust.” 

Wanderings Cover 74,000 Miles 

From India I came by air to the country 
of Lincoln. Between that time and starting 
to write these words, I traveled 74,000 miles 
through all the 48 contiguous United States 
and the District of Columbia. 

560 


During two and a half years, I talked with 
33 state governors and sat down to dinner 
with hundreds of Americans who had been 
strangers to me until an hour or two earlier. 
I lost a front tooth falling off a ladder while 
photographing the source of the Mississippi 
at Lake Itasca, was given six traffic tickets 
for driving too slowly, and mailed 4,000 pic- 
ture postcards to family and friends at a total 
cost equal to my air fare from New Delhi to 
New York. 

I first touched American soil at Idle wild, 
now Kennedy International Airport, and a 
bus took me into New York City. I put my 
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